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DIVERSE AND DEVINE DECORATIVE ITEMS AT MICHAAN’S 
AUCTIONS 
 
     In the September Estate Sale the Jewelry Department presents its first offering 
of stickpins from the extensive collection of Jack Taylor (lot 036, $250-350, lot 037, 
$150-250, lot 038, $200-300, lot 039, $200-300).  After years of working in the 
watch and jewelry businesses, Taylor began to take notice of stickpins that would 
show up in his jewelry store for re-manufacturing.  Instead of disassembling the 
retro pins and converting them into more modern jewelry items, Taylor saved 
them from obscurity and began a stickpin collection.  The affinity for stickpins 
that began in the late 1940's continued to grow up until his recent passing, with 
the collection reaching an impressive 427 pins.  The pins are compromised of 
gold, gold-filled, silver, gemstone and pearl pieces in floral, novelty, masonic, 
monogram and cameo motifs, to name a few.  Due to the large quantity the 
Taylor Collection will be offered for months to come, with the September Estate 
Sale giving the first glimpse into what is undoubtedly a jewelry treasure. 

 
     Stately decorative items dominate the Asian Department’s September 
offerings with wonderfully unique items at the forefront of the sale.  A few such 
intriguing pieces are a stone pig foot (lot 261, $800-1,200), a porcelain wall vase 
(lot 214, $250-350) and a porcelain pillow (lot 217, $700-900).  Quite special in its 
own right is a Dehua style porcelain Guanyin (lot 223, $700-900).  The seated 



 
figure is shown with a Buddhistic lion to her right and a scroll in her left hand 
representing the Guanyin or “Goddess of Mercy”, worshipped by those seeking 
salvation from misery and woe.  These figures are fired in Dehua kilns which are 
located in central Fujian where creation of various white-bodied wares from the 
Song Dynasty (960-1279) to the modern period have been produced. 
  
     Conveying a touch of old world Italy is lot 470, an Italian Della Robia style 
ceramic tondo ($500-700).  Measuring 31 ½ inches in diameter, the piece centers a 
serene, gently colored Madonna and Child.  The effect plays quite well against 
the vibrant blue background surrounding the figures as well as to the border of 
summer fruits and foliage encircling the piece.  A perfect item for garden or 
outdoor decorating, the Italian renaissance styling and use of color make it an 
appealing addition to any decorative collection.  The tondo will be offered 
amongst silver, period furniture and a multitude of decorative items. 
 
     Renowned California plein air painter Edgar Payne’s “Sailboats in Harbor” 
highlight the Fine Art Department’s September sale (lot 660, $10,000-15,000).  
Throughout his career Payne had an appreciation for natural locales of raw, rare 
beauty.  This source of inspiration took him through the southwest, the Canadian 
Rockies in British Columbia and Alberta, Canada.  Undoubtedly, the picturesque 
seaside was one of the factors that lead him to Laguna Beach, where he founded 
and became the first president of the Laguna Beach Art Association and the 
Gallery of Laguna Beach.  It was during this time in the 1920’s that he began 
painting sailboats.  “Sailboats in Harbor” is a prime example of his technique and 
sense of composition.  Quite striking is the use of bold color used in the sails that 
contrasts beautifully with the soft, muted tones of the surrounding sky and 
water.  The angular lines of the sail masts provide visual drama and spatial 
separation, pulling the eye nicely about the composition as well. 
 
For a full listing of upcoming auctions or to view a complete catalog, please visit 
www.michaans.com. 
 
About Michaan’s Auctions 
Michaan’s Auctions is a leading full service auction house on the West 
Coast.   Specializing in the appraisals and sale of antiques and fine art, Michaans 
has specialists in the fields of Furniture and Decorative Arts, Modern, 
Contemporary Art, European and American Paintings and Prints, Jewelry, Asian 
Works of Art and Ethnographic Art. 
 
Established in 2002, Michaan’s Auctions holds up to thirty sales each year 
attracting a broad base of buyers and consignors from all over the world. With 
one of the largest facilities in Northern California and the Bay Area’s lowest 
buyers premium Michaan’s offers buyers and sellers the opportunity to preview 
and bid on many unique and desirable property.  Some of these pieces realized 



 
world record prices.  In 2005 A.D.M. Cooper’s oil painting, Three Graces 1915, 
sold for a record $21,060 and an Eduard Gaertner oil, German City Street Scene 
1831,sold  for $266,000. 
 
Michaan’s has built its reputation on its ability to accept single items, groups or 
entire estates with its “no risk consignment policy” free of hidden fees and 
charges.  Michaan’s specialists are dedicated to staying current on the latest 
issues and developments in the market and are committed to providing 
personalized and professional attention throughout the entire auction process. 
 
For a full listing of upcoming auctions or to view a complete catalog, please visit 
www.michaans.com. 
 
  


